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WATER ACT (No. 254/2001 Sb., §73)

Flood Forecasting Service informs flood authorities and other flood 

involved subjects about the possibility of flood occurrence and next 

dangerous development…

Flood forecasting service is made by Czech Hydrometeorological Institute

in cooperation with River Basin Companies.



WATER ACT (No. 254/2001 Sb., §73)

Flood Information Service provides information to Flood 

Authorities (regional and local) for warning people and controlling of 

necessary protecting measures. 

Flood information service is organized by local and regional flood 

authorities (with support of CHMI and river basin companies).



Weather forecast

Precipitation forecast

Actual hydrological information

Hydrological forecast

Warning on dangerous situation

Extraordinary forecast

Hydrological situation report

Regular reports

Extraordinary reports

River Basin Companies

Fire Rescue Service

State authorities

Municipal authorities

Public

Product users

CHMI flood forecasting and warning products

Way of distribution

Internet

WEB Service

E-mail

Telephone



Web presentation of hydrological information

http://hydro.chmi.cz/hpps/

https://voda.gov.cz/portal/cz/

487 (290) water gauges

115 (73) forecasting profiles

http://hydro.chmi.cz/hpps/
https://voda.gov.cz/portal/cz/


– Small basins, mountainous areas, travel time ranges 
between several hours up to maximum of one day

– The forecasts are based on rainfall-runof modelling with 
using of quantitative precipitation forecast (QPF) 

– Real-time data from a automated network of raingauge 
stations, network of water gauging stations and 
information on reservoirs operation

– The standard lead time (with QPF) 66 hours

– The standard hydrological forecasts are issued daily for 
a total of 115 water gauging sites

– Forecasting models are introduced in all main 
catchments 

Hydrological forecast by CHMI



km8040040

Hradec  Králové

Plzeò

Ús tí nad Labem

Praha

AQUALOG (CHMI regional office)

Èeské B udì jovice

Rainfall-runoff model

Hydraulic model

MIKE 11 (CHMI regional office Brno)

Ostrava

Brno

Odra River Bas in Authority (cooperation with CHMI)

HYDROG (CHMI regional office)

Hydrological forecasting systems in the Czech RepublicHydrological models used for flood forecasting
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Schema of hydrological model in the Elbe basin



Water level and flow forecast for the Otava river



Forecast for 48 hours didn‘t suit to the origin of flood wave 

main reasons – weak precipitation forecast

- weak hydrological forecast for Berounka and Sazava rivers 

- reports on outflow from the Vltava cascade (2/3 of flow in Prague)

green line – resimulation of hydrograph according to real outflow from the Vltava cascade

Hydrological forecast for the Vltava in Prague 
during flood 2013



color lines – 48 hours forecasts by hydrological model

red circles – 24 hours manual according to flood course in upper sites

didn‘t suit during the main part of flood wave 

main reasons – doesn‘t  depend on precipitation forecast

- underestimated influence of large inundations (Mělník and Litoměřice areas) 

- wrong information from upper gauging station (mainly from Prague) because 

of rating curve currently use during flood (difference about 250 m3/s) 

Hydrological forecast for the Labe in Ústí n.L
during flood 2013



Overall hydrological forecast evaluation

The Otava river in Písek during 2012 – 1Q/2019

Number of forecast exceeding 

the 1., 2. and 3. flood level

Number of forecast exceeding 

the 1. flood level in individual years

category of successfulness 

hit false alarm   miss



Overall hydrological forecast evaluation

The Elbe river in Ústí n. L. during 2012 – 1Q/2019

Number of forecast exceeding 

the 1., 2. and 3. flood level

Number of forecast exceeding 

the 1. flood level (450 cm) in individual years

category of successfulness 

hit false alarm   miss



probabilistic forecast 

based on LAEF ensemble

(16 realizations)

Web presentation of flood forecast

deterministic forecast 



16 realizations of rainfall – runoff model based on LAEF precipitation ensemble 

Web presentation of probabilistic flood forecast

Probability of exceeding the 1., 2. and 3. flood level during next 48 hours



Web presentation of precipitation

1, 3, 6 and 24 hour

precipitation based

on combination of

radar images and 

ground measurement

updating by 10 minutes

updating by 1 hour



Convective season – Flash Flood Guidance

Soil saturation

estimate (modelled)

Legend:

risk of drought

very low saturation

low saturation

level of water capacity

strong saturation

very strong saturation



Convective season – Flash Flood Guidance

Precipitation 

treshold for 1, 3, 6h 

(potential rainfall 

that can cause risk 

of direct runoff)



Convective season – Flash Flood Guidance

Simple hydrological model in 3x3 km grid, based on geographical characteristics

and rainfall by radar images, computation surface runoff in 15 minutes time step, 

estimates of overall risk of flash flood (low or middle, high, very high).  



Forecast on touch

Mobile application
for Android and iOS

http://hydro.chmi.cz/hpps/

http://portal.chmi.cz

Look at WEB address

http://hydro.chmi.cz/hpps/
http://portal.chmi.cz/


jan.kubat@chmi.cz

radek.cekal@chmi.cz
Forecast on touch

Mobile application
for Android and iOS

http://hydro.chmi.cz/hpps/

http://portal.chmi.cz

Look at WEB address

Thank you 

for attention

mailto:jan.kubat@chmi.cz
mailto:radek.cekal@chmi.cz
http://hydro.chmi.cz/hpps/
http://portal.chmi.cz/

