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 The Elbe river and its basin
INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION FOR THE PROTECTION OF THE ELBE RIVER
 Flood protection
 Action programmes and Water Framework Directive
 Warning and alarm system
 Monitoring network, monitoring programme and water qualitiy



 

ICPER Secretariat

Fürstenwallstraße 20
39104 Magdeburg

Mailing address

IKSE ~ MKOL
Postfach 1647/1648

39006 Magdeburg

Tel.: +49 391 400 03-0
Fax: +49 391 400 03-11

Email: sekretariat@ikse-mkol.org
Internet: www.ikse-mkol.org

INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION 
FOR THE PROTECTION OF THE ELBE RIVER

Germany, the former Czech and Slovak Federal Republic and the Euro-
pean Economic Community signed the Convention on the 

International Commission for the Protection of the Elbe River (ICPER) 
in Magdeburg on 8 October 1990. 
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* from the left river bank near Schöna

Area of the Elbe river basin: 148,268 km2 

among that: Germany 97,175 km2 (65.54%) 

Czech Republic 49,933 km2  (33.68%) 

Austria 921 km2  (0.62%) 

Poland 239 km2  (0.16%) 

Length of the Elbe: 1,094.3 km 

among that: Germany 727.0 km* (66.4%) 

Czech Republic 367.3 km (33.6%) 

Inhabitants: 24.4 million 

among that: Germany 18.12 million (74.3%) 

Czech Republic 6.21 million (25.4%) 

Austria 0.05 million (0.2%) 

Poland 0.02 million (0.1%) 
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of the River Elbe and its major tributaries

Hydrological low-flow characteristics 

na Labi a jeho významných přítocích

Hydrologické charakteristiky malých průtoků 

der Elbe und bedeutender Nebenflüsse

Hydrologische Niedrigwasserkenngrößen  
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International Commission for the Protection of the Elbe River

How ICPER works

ICPER prepares recommendations for the contracting parties. 
The ICPER delegations and working groups are composed of 
representatives of national and regional authorities as well as scientific 
institutions in Germany, the Czech Republic, Poland, Austria and 
the EU where appropriate. Apart from that, representatives of non-
governmental organisations (NGOs) are involved in the work. The 
ICPER delegations as well as the working and expert groups include 
approximately 120 representatives.

The conferences (plenary sessions) and the meetings of the heads 
of the delegations of the contracting parties and the working group 
leaders are held once a year, the meetings of the three working groups 
and the four expert groups are held approximately twice a year.

The working languages are German and Czech.

The ICPER secretariat with a staff of eight supports the work of the 
commission and its working groups with regard to technical, language 
and organisational aspects. It is based in Magdeburg.

Organigramm (Stand: Oktober 2014)

ICPER milestones
2016 – 2021	 Second International Management Plan  

for the Elbe River Basin District
		  First International Flood Risk Management Plan  

for the Elbe River Basin District
2010 – 2015	 First International Management Plan  

for the Elbe River Basin District
2004	 Elbe Alarm Model was put into operation
2003 – 2011 	 Elbe Flood Protection Action Plan
1996 – 2010	 Elbe Action Programme
1992 – 1995	 First Elbe Action Programme  

(Immediate Action Programme)
1992	 First international coordinated monitoring programme  
1991	 International Elbe Warning and Alarm Plan  (accident 

reporting system)

8 October 1990: 
Signing of the Convention on the International Commission 
for the Protection of the Elbe River (ICPER)

Contracting parties:
Federal Republic of Germany, Czech Republic

Observers:
European Union (contracting party until 30 April 2004),  
Austria, Poland, international commissions for the protection of 
the Rhine, the Oder and the Danube rivers, non-governmental 
organisations

According to article 1 of the ICPER Convention, the objective is: 
a) to enable use to be made of the river, in particular the obtaining 

of supplies of drinking water from bankfiltered waters and the 
agricultural use of the waters and sediments, 

b) to achieve as natural an ecosystem as possible with a healthy 
diversity of species,  

c) to reduce substantially the pollution of the North Sea from the Elbe 
area.

In the first years ICPER activities focused on the reduction of water 
pollution by municipal and industrial wastewater, the construction of 
municipal wastewater treatment plants, the improvement of the water 
quality and the ecological conditions later on the issue of flood protection 
was also addressed.

The entry into force of the European Water Framework Directive on 
22 December 2000 created a new basis for water protection in the EU 
member states and provided a new impetus for the German-Czech 
cooperation. The International Management Plan according to the Water 
Framework Directive and the International Flood Risk Management Plan 
according to the European Flood Risk Management Directive adopted 
in 2007 constitute the basis for the current and future work of ICPER.

At the end of the 1980ies the Elbe river was one of the most  
polluted rivers in Europe, so the political changes in Eastern Europe were 

a last minute rescue for this river.
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Hydrologische Auswertung 
des Hochwassers vom Juni 2013 

im Einzugsgebiet der Elbe

Sedimentmanagementkonzept der ikSe
Vorschläge für eine gute Sedimentmanagementpraxis im elbegebiet 

zur erreichung überregionaler Handlungsziele

internationale kommission zum Schutz der elbe
mezinárodní komise pro ochranu Labe

Internationale Kommission zum Schutz der Elbe

Mezinárodní komise pro ochranu Labe

DIE ELbE IST wIEDEr EIn LEbEnDIgEr FLuSS

Abschlussbericht 
Aktionsprogramm Elbe 

1996 – 2010

The International Coordination Group (ICG) solves the issues of international cooperation related 
to implementations of the European Water Framework Directive and the Flood Directive in the 
Elbe river basin. The ICG gives the representatives of the countries situated in the Elbe river basin 
(Czech Republic, Germany, Austria, Poland) an equal position as opposed to the ICPER, in which 
the representatives of Austria and Poland hold the status of observers.

Organisation chart (since October 2014)
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Internationale Flussgebietseinheit Elbe

Karte AF4: Gewässer/Gewässerabschnitte nach 
Art. 4/5, Art. 13 (1) a) bzw. 

Art. 13 (1) b) HWRM-RL

Potenzielle Hochwasserrisikogebiete
Artikel 4/5
Artikel 13 (1) a)
Artikel 13 (1) b)

Flussgebietseinheit Elbe

Staatsgrenzen

Länder- / Bezirksgrenzen *

Küstengebiet

Städte > 90.000 Einwohner

bedeutende Fließgewässer

bedeutende Seen

Übergangsgewässer

Küstengewässer

Koordinierungsräume
Obere und Mittlere Elbe
Obere Moldau 
Berounka
Untere Moldau
Eger und Untere Elbe 
Mulde-Elbe-Schwarze Elster 
Saale
Mittlere Elbe / Elde
Havel
Tideelbe

* Die Landesgrenze und damit die Zuständigkeiten der Länder Schleswig-Holstein 
und Niedersachsen ist im Bereich des Elbetrichters ab Höhe Einmündung des 
Nord-Ostsee-Kanals (Brunsbüttel) in Richtung Nordsee unklar.
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Abschlussbericht
über die erfüllung des

„AktionsplAns hochwAsserschutz elbe“ 

2003 – 2011
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Unterhaltung schifffahrtlich genutzter Oberflächengewässer im Einzugsgebiet der Elbe

im Hinblick auf die Verbesserung des ökologischen Zustands / Potenzials

Abschlussbericht

Údržba povrchových vod využívaných pro plavební účely v povodí Labe 

s ohledem na zlepšení ekologického stavu / potenciálu

Závěrečná zpráva

2012

Internationale Kommission zum Schutz der Elbe 
Mezinárodní komise pro ochranu Labe

Internationaler Warn- und Alarmplan Elbe

InternatIonale FlussgebIetseInheIt elbe

InternatIonaler 

hochwasserrIsIkomanagementplan

Für dIe FlussgebIetseInheIt elbe

nach Artikel 7 der Richtlinie 2007/60/EG
des Europäischen Parlaments und des Rates vom 23. Oktober 2007
über die Bewertung und das Management von Hochwasserrisiken

teIl a

2015

Fachliche bearbeitung und redaktion:  
Internationale kommission zum schutz der elbe (Ikse)

InternatIonale FlussgebIetseInheIt elbe

Fachliche bearbeitung und redaktion:  
Internationale Kommission zum schutz der elbe (IKse)

InternatIonaler bewIrtschaFtungsplan

Für dIe FlussgebIetseInheIt elbe

nach Artikel 13 der Richtlinie 2000/60/EG
des Europäischen Parlaments und des Rates vom 23. Oktober 2000

zur Schaffung eines Ordnungsrahmens für Maßnahmen der Gemeinschaft
im Bereich der Wasserpolitik

teIl a

aKtualIsIerung 2015
für den Zeitraum 2016 – 2021
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